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□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on ■ 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 month(s), or thirty days, whichever* 
is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Disposition of Claims 

Kl Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application. 

Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Claim(s) >s/are allowed. 

□ Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

Kl' Claim (s) 1-21 . is/are objected to. 

□ Claims ' are subject to restriction or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is Qpproved Disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: „ 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

Attachment(s) 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 
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Application/Control Number: 09/005,527 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3653 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 19 is objected to because of errors too numerous to mention in amending the claim, 
e.g., "and in the opposite cord end retaining means" is not included even though this language is 
part of original patent claim 19. If the language is to be included as part of the claim, it should be 
added by applicant in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.121(b)(2)(I)(A) with no underlining since it 
is part of the original patent claim. If the language is to be deleted the claim must be reproduced 
with the deleted language enclosed in square brackets in accordance with 37 CFR § 
1.121(b)(2)(I)(C). 

Claim Rejections - Defective Reissue Declaration 
Claims 1-21 are rejected as being based upon a defective declaration under 35 U.S.C. 251. 

See 37 CFR 1.175. The nature of the defect is set forth above. 

Receipt of an appropriate supplemental oath/declaration under 37 CFR 1.175(b)(1) will 

overcome this rejection under 35 U.S.C. 25 1 . An example of acceptable language to be used in 

the supplemental oath/declaration is as follows: 

"Every error in the patent which was corrected in the present reissue application, and is not covered by a 
prior oath/declaration submitted in this application, arose without any deceptive intention on the part of 
the applicant." 

References 

Canadian reference 2,083 ,292 cited in the original patent must be cited in these 
reissue application. 

Conclusion 
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Art Unit: 3653 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William A. Rivera whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
2684. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 6:30 AM to 
3:45 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Walsh, can be reached on (703) 306-4173. 

Telephone status inquiries regarding this application should be directed to (703) 
308-1 113. Facsimile correspondence for this application should be sent to (703) 305- 
3597 or (703) 305-7687. 




WILLIAM A, RIVERA 
WTENT EXAMINER 

February 8,2001 



